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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 1592 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, BE 

SUBJECT: ANGOLA: EC-9 POLITICAL CONSULTATION ON MPLA 
RECOGNITION 

1 . ANGOLAN DESK OFFICER (VERKAMEN) GAVE US FEBRUARY 17 
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ING INTERESTING BACKGROUND: 

2. FRENCH HAD INFORMED BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY CALLAHAN 
ON FRIDAY FEB 13 THAT FRANCE PLANNED TO RECOGNIZE MPLA 
IMMEDIATELY. VERKAMEN SAID UK ALERTED REST OF EC-9, AND GERMANS 
AND BELGIANS CALLED FOR EC-9 CONCULTATION AT AMBASSADORIAL 
LEVEL IN LUXEMBOURG LATE THAT SAME DAY. HE SAID EC-9 MEMBERS 
MADE STRONG PLEA THERE THAT FRENCH ABIDE BY OCTOBER 3, 1975 
EC-9 FOREIGN MINISTER'S AGREEMENT TO CONSULT ON ANGOLA RECOG- 
NITION QUESTION AND URGED FRENCH TO POSTPONE UNILATERAL MOVE 
UNTIL POLITICAL DIRECTOR'S MEETING FEBRUARY 16-17. VERKAMEN 
SAID FRENCH AMBASSADOR TOLD COLLEAGUES HE COULD NOT REPLY 
SINCE HE WAS WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS BUT WOULD REPORT TO HIS 
GOVERNMENT. 

3. VERKAMEN SAID FRENCH ARGUMENTS FOR IMMEDIATE RECOGNITION 
WERE: 

A. PRESIDENT GISCARD HAD BEEN URGED BY EX-FRENCH COLONIES 
IN WEST AFRICA (E.G. IVORY COAST, GABON) TO RECOGNIZE MPLA 
AT SAME TIME THEY DO; 

B. TO WAIT ANY LONGER WOULD ENCOURAGE GUERRILLA WARFARE IN 
ANGOLA, WHICH IN TURN WOULD KEEP RUSSIANS AND CUBANS THERE 
LONGER. 

WERKAMEN SAID DIRECTOR GENERAL DAVIGNON TELEPHONED FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AFTER FEBRUARY 16 SESSION OF POLITICAL DIRECTORS 
MEETING TO REPORT THAT NO DECISION HAD BEEN MADE ON MPLA 
RECOGNITION AT THAT SESSION. BELGIANS SUSPECT FRENCH FINALLY 
DECIDED TO GO IT ALONE WITHOUT INFORMING EC PARTNERS. 

4. ZAIRE DESK OFFICER (JAENEN) TOLD US GOB HAS UNDER 
CONSIDERATION- BUT HAS NOT COME TO A DECISION- THE FOLLOWING 
CRITERIA TO GOVERN MPLA REOCGNITION DECISION: 

A. BELGIUM SHOULD BE CLOSE TO LAST OF EC-9 TO RECOGNIZE 
BECAUSE OF ITS SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP TO ZAIRE: 

B. SHOULD BE AFTER OR AT TIME AS ZAIRE; 

C. IN ANY EVENT. SHOULD BE AFTER DEPARTURE OF ZAIRE FOREIGN 
MINISTER NGUZA AFTER FEBRUARY 18-19 MEETINGS WITH PRIME MINIS- 
TER AND FOREIGN MINISTER IN BRUSSELS. RENNER 
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